MINUTES
CITY OF DEKALB
REGULAR
CLOSED SESSION OF CITY COUNCIL
AUGUST 23, 2010
The City Council of DeKalb, Illinois, held a closed session during the Regular Meeting
on August 23, 2010 in the DeKalb Municipal Building, Room 201, 200 South Fourth
Street, DeKalb, Illinois. The closed session was called by a majority vote of City Council
at the Regular Meeting of the same day.
The closed session started at 8:01 p.m. Council members in attendance were: Mayor
Kris Povlsen, Alderman Bertrand Simpson, Alderman Tom Teresinski, Alderman Pam
Verbic, Alderman Brendan Gallagher, Alderman Ronald Naylor, Alderman David Baker
and Alderman Lisa Kammes.
Also present were: Mark Biernacki, City Manager; Rudy Espiritu, Assistant City
Manager; Norma Guess, City Attorney; Bill Feithen Police Chief; Tom Cleveland, Airport
Manager; Steve Kapitan, City Clerk.
SALE OR LEASE OF PROPERTY 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6)
1) Discussion of land lease payment reductions for Rigsby hanger land leases as a
means of financing the City acquisition of Rigsby’s FBO operation at DeKalb Taylor
Municipal Airport (DTMA) was continued from the Committee of the Whole closed
session of 8-23-10.
Ald. Verbic asked about what reaction there might be from other land lease holders if
Rigsby received a reduction in his lease rates. Mr. Cleveland stated that he didn’t think
that there would be any reaction from the only other land lease holder. Mr. Cleveland
described the types of hangers that Rigsby wants to build and that these hangers could
attract the housing of corporate jets which would enhance fuel sales thus boosting City
revenue. Ald. Naylor asserted the need for the City to find out the value of the FBO
business in making any offer of land lease rate reduction to Mr. Rigsby. Mr. Biernacki
stated that we’ll be asking for the “financials” from Rigsby’s FBO business and that they
would be brought back to Council before any offer would be made.
Mayor Povlsen declared that there was a consensus to move forward on this.
2) Discussion of the commercial airport property at Peace and Pleasant:
Mr. Biernacki asked for direction and outlined the City’s options following the expiration
of the agreement that the City had with a Rigsby to develop the property. He presented
three options to the Council: 1) widely re-market the property. 2) Hire a realtor with
aviation expertise. 3) Ask a local developer to make a proposal. Ald. Baker suggested a
use that would involve packaged liquors as an option. Mr. Biernacki pointed out to the
Council that, under the now expired agreement, the developer’s vision for this property
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changed over time from a restaurant with aviation related office space to a gas station.
Ms. Guess interjected that the FAA requires that the land be used for an aviation related
use.
Ald. Naylor suggested seeking proposals from the broader public. Mr. Biernacki stated
that the City would be required to seek competitive proposals. The options continued to
be discussed. While no particular option achieved consensus, consensus was reached
to move forward with marketing the property.
3) Discussion of the sale of the maintenance hanger at Airport:
Mr. Biernacki explained that the maintenance hanger on the property to be marketed at
Peace and Pleasant would have to be removed when development occurs. He stated
that the City has been contacted by a party interested in buying and moving the
building. He stated that the City would seek a request for proposals to move the building
to another location at the Airport. Mr. Cleveland added that this building could then
function as a hanger that produces a revenue stream for the City. Ald. Gallagher
expressed a concern about the City’s standing with the aviation community if Rigsby is
out of the picture as the FBO operator. Mr. Cleveland stated that it wouldn’t be a
problem as he has heard complaints about Rigsby’s FBO operation at (DTMA).
Mayor Povlsen declared that Mr. Biernacki has direction to seek proposals for the sale
and moving of the maintenance building to another location at the Airport. No objection
was offered.
Mr. Cleveland left the room at 8:22 p.m.
SECURITY PROCEDURES 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(8)
Chief Feithen presented a strategic plan to address security issues the City faces with
due to increased gang activity as presented at a closed session meeting of the City
Council on August 9, 2010. The proposal includes:
• Limiting additional multi-family housing construction in the current market of excess
supply that has resulted in landlords lowering their tenant screening standards which
has in turn facilitated an influx of known gang members into DeKalb.
• An apartment licensing program that could be phased in to minimized controversy
similar to that which occurred when it was introduced a few years ago.
• Cameras at strategic public locations in the City including Greek Row, downtown and
the Pleasant Street area.
• Link University Village (UV) to the Police Department with fiber optic cable in order to
allow P.D. to view public spaces seen by UV cameras.
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• Enhancing drug unit activity of the DeKalb Police Department (DPD).
• Expand gang awareness program to include working with NIU PD and NIU Housing
staff.
• Using TIF money to incentivize conversion of multi-family units in the College/John
Neighborhood (Fifth Ward North) to single family.
Chief Feithen stated that the cost of this initiative would be less than $50,000 without
additional personnel. He stated that it would be more effective if additional police
officers were hired as a part of its implementation. Feithen told of the difficulty in
tracking down the owner of an apartment where a trashed abandoned vehicle was
found recently.
There was a consensus to communicate with NIU the City’s concerns about the
potential impact of their housing plans.
Mayor Povlsen stated that he would have to see how we are doing on this year’s budget
numbers before he would support two new police hires. Ald. Teresinski asked if the two
new police hires were in the budget. Mr. Espiritu said that they were not.
Mayor Povlsen briefly opened the meeting to allow its extension.
MOTION
Ald. Teresinski moved to extend the meeting. Ald. Simpson seconded the motion.
Motion passed on a voice vote.
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2)
Mr. Espiritu outlined the 3-year contract proposal offered by the Fraternal Order of
Police (FOP) which provided a 13% increase the first year and an increase of 29% over
three years. He went on to explain the chart of comparable cities and how they compare
and contrast with DeKalb. Ald. Kammes asked how the comparable cities were chosen.
Mr. Biernacki explained that a consultant prepared the list taking into account the City’s
need to be able to defend it, if necessary, in arbitration.
Mr. Espiritu handed out and proceeded to summarize the City’s proposal for a one year
contract that changes the list of comparable cities, no wage increase, extend the “steps”
from five to eight, eliminate longevity pay, require payment of 20% of premium for health
insurance offering a three tier option, no subsidized insurance in retirement for new
hires, remove the no layoff clause, reduce comp time to be in line with the comparable
cities, reduce sick leave, reduce vacation time, reduce holidays, reduce clothing
allowance and eliminate education benefits. He stated that he “costed out” the proposal
in the handout along with what he thought the City would end up with. Ald. Gallagher
asserted that the Council return the handout.
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Mr. Espiritu handed out a chart showing the three-tiered health insurance plan that is a
part of the City proposal and what it would cost employees. The Council discussed how
the incentives to choose a particular plan might play out if adopted and how it might be
defended in arbitration. There was concern expressed that there might be few takers of
the high deductable plan.
In response to Council discussion of adjusting the incentives to encourage choice of the
high deductable plan, Mr. Biernacki reminded Council that the City has to be concerned
about what an arbitrator might accept. At the conclusion of the discussion Ald.
Gallagher called on the Council to return this handout to staff.
Chief Feithen left the room at 9:17 p.m.
PERSONNEL 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)
Mr. Biernacki updated the Council on the Public Works Director search. He stated that
eight of the twenty applicants were called for interviews. Only three of the eight chose to
interview, he said. Of the three interviewed the one desirable candidate declined the job
offer. Mr. Biernacki cited the pay scale and residency requirements as obstacles in
getting good candidates. The expanded responsibilities of the job put it on a par with
police and fire chiefs, he said. He recommended adjusting the pay classification and
residency requirement when seeking another round of applicants.
REVIEW OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21) (Released: July 9, 2018)
Clerk Kapitan explained that closed session minutes with release or hold
recommendations would be provided to Council prior to the next meeting in order that
they may review them ahead of the closed session at which time they can consider their
release.
Ms. Guess explained the procedure under the previous Clerk in which the minutes, with
recommendation, were provided ahead of the meeting and the list, as recommended,
was placed on the Regular Meeting consent agenda for open session. If there was
disagreement with any of the recommendations, then the relevant minutes could be
removed from the consent agenda and discussed in closed session.
ADJOURNMENT
Ald. Simpson moved to adjourn the closed session of the Regular Meeting; seconded
by Ald. Kammes. Motion carried on voice vote. The closed session adjourned at 9:41
p.m.
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STEVE KAPITAN, City Clerk
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