MINUTES
CLOSED SESSION OF CITY COUNCIL
OF THE
CITY OF DEKALB
April 13, 2009
The City Council of DeKalb, Illinois, held a closed session on April 13, 2009 in the DeKalb
Municipal Building, Room 201, 200 South Fourth Street, DeKalb, Illinois. The closed session was
called by a majority vote of City Council at the Committee of the Whole meeting of the same day.
The closed session started at 6:25 p.m. Council members in attendance were: Acting Mayor Kris
Povlsen, Alderman Bertrand Simpson, Alderman Tom Teresinski, Alderman Victor Wogen,
Alderman Donna Gorski, Alderman Ronald Naylor, Alderman David Baker and Alderman Brent
Keller.
Also present were: Mark Biernacki, City Manager; Rudy Espiritu, Assistant City Manager; Norma
Guess, City Attorney; Bill Feithen Police Chief; Tom Cleveland, ADPW-Airport Manager; and
Donna Johnson, City Clerk.
REAL ESTATE, 5 ILCS 120/2(6): (Released: July 9, 2018)
Mr. Biernacki and Mr. Cleveland reviewed a proposed land lease agreement with The Riggsby
Family, LLC for property at the DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport to be used for an aviation hangar.
Council concurred with proceeding.
LAND ACQUISITION, 5 ILCS 120/2(5): (Released: July 9, 2018)
Mr. Biernacki reported on the assurance from Representative Bill Foster that the City would receive
$700,000.00 of funding that may be used for airport purposes. He and Mr. Cleveland explained about
the possible purchase and use of the Clark and the Bright Star properties. Council concurred with
proceeding.
Mr. Cleveland left the meeting at 6:38 p.m.
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 5 ILCS (120/2(2):
Mr. Biernacki reported that the City and Police Union had agreed on an arbitrator.
Mr. Biernacki stated he is ready to begin discussions with employees concerning the need for wage
concessions to avoid employee lay-offs in the next budget year. He was hopeful of cooperation from
the unions so that lay-offs would not be necessary. He noted that if even one group decides they want
lay-offs rather than a wage freeze, he would want to reduce services so as not to incur an increase in
overtime.
Mr. Biernacki announced the report from the financial consultants was near completion and the
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information contained in it will be seen as very controversial. He advised Council to review the
report carefully and to think about if and how they want to go public with it. He noted the
recommendations were for long term ideas on how to do business and would not have an effect on
the upcoming budget year.
Ms. Guess warned Council not to mention the report at an open meeting unless the Council was
prepared to release it entirely to the public. If the report is mentioned at an open public meeting, it is
subject to FOIA requests, even confidential portions.
As an example, Mr. Biernacki commented about the report containing recommendations to change
health insurance benefits for retirees that would be very upsetting to the current 118 retirees.
Discussion followed with Ald. Baker strongly in support of making the report public. Council
concluded with agreement to Ald. Naylor’s suggestion that Council review the report before making
a decision.
ADJOURNMENT:
Ald. Keller moved to adjourn the closed session; seconded by Ald. Teresinski. Motion carried 7-0
on voice vote. The closed session adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

DONNA S. JOHNSON, City Clerk
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