MINUTES
CLOSED SESSION OF CITY COUNCIL
OF THE
CITY OF DEKALB
March 9, 2009
The City Council of DeKalb, Illinois, held a closed session on March 9, 2009 in the DeKalb
Municipal Building, Room 201, 200 South Fourth Street, DeKalb, Illinois. The closed session was
called by a majority vote of City Council at the Committee of the Whole meeting of the same day.
The closed session started at 6:36 p.m. Council members in attendance were: Acting Mayor Kris
Povlsen, Alderman Bertrand Simpson, Alderman Tom Teresinski, Alderman Victor Wogen,
Alderman Donna Gorski, Alderman Ronald Naylor, Alderman David Baker and Alderman Brent
Keller.
Also present were: Mark Biernacki, City Manager; Rudy Espiritu, Assistant City Manager; Norma
Guess, City Attorney; Bill Feithen Police Chief; and Donna Johnson, City Clerk.
PENDING LITIGATION (Released: July 9, 2018)
Ms. Guess reviewed the status of an EEOC complaint filed by a police officer. The EEOC decided
not to validate the discrimination complaint but did issue a right to sue letter.
Ms. Guess reported a false arrest claim against the police was filed in federal court. She outlined the
occurrence that led up to the complaint. A man was found deceased at a local motel. Another man
and woman had been seen there by the motel staff. The woman told police that the man supplied
heroin to her and the deceased man. An arrest was made on the charge of drug induced homicide. In
court, the woman said she could not remember, resulting in the judge dismissing the case. The City
believes there was good cause to make the arrest and there is no evidence of malicious prosecution.
Ms. Guess requested approval to obtain outside legal counsel to assist with this case which will be
heard in a Chicago courtroom. She recommended a Chicago law firm and estimated the cost to be
about $15-20,000. Council had no objections to contracting with the outside law firm.
Ald. Teresinski moved to recess the session until after the Regular meeting; seconded by Ald.
Wogen. Motion carried 7-0 on voice vote. Acting Mayor recessed the session at 6:55 p.m.
Acting Mayor Povlsen reconvened the session at 8:33 p.m.
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING:
Ms. Guess provided an up-date on the arbitration process of negotiations with the Police Union.
Mr. Biernacki continued the discussion on future negotiations with all the unions in light of the
economic concerns of the City.
Mr. Espiritu reviewed options that would enable the City to have a balanced budget for the upcoming year. They included cost of living increases, not filling vacant positions and TIF transfers. He
also noted that the City has no liability insurance and suggested looking at joining a risk pool. Mr.
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Biernacki said that an additional $400,000 should be added to the current average of $500,000 for
claims to protect the City in the case of major claims. Mr. Espiritu continued with more information
about options for balancing the budget. Mr. Biernacki stated that staff recommends an option
including a 2% wage increase, TIF transfer contributions, no general fund allocation to fund a new
police station and joining a risk pool for liability insurance.
Acting Mayor Povlsen briefly opened the session to the public at 8:57 p.m. for the purpose of
extending the adjournment time.
Following discussion, Council concluded that the discussions with the unions concerning a wage
freeze should begin after the first meeting in April. Council’s intent is to not raise taxes and balance
the budget with a 0% increase in wages.
ADJOURNMENT:
Ald. Wogen moved to adjourn the closed session; seconded by Ald. Keller. Motion carried 7-0 on
voice vote. The closed session adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
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