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Prepared by Camiros, Ltd. Summaries included in this memo were
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August 27, 2017. Assets, Issues, and Opportunities are presented
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ISSUES
Crime
Crime and lack of safety experienced and/or perceived throughout majority of
neighborhood. Some residents have direct experience, others are reacting to news and
community discussions. Safety concerns are highest over weekend nights.

Transportation/Transit Service
Transportation within the community and between neighborhoods is difficult for many,
privileging those with vehicles over those that rely on other modes of transportation.
This condition is especially difficult for those with limited means to access employment
opportunities and grocery stores, the latter being the hardest to access on weekends.

Pedestrian/Bike Infrastructure
The pedestrian environment needs improvement throughout the area, with specific
areas exhibiting unique challenges. Sidewalk conditions along Russell Road were
highlighted as being particularly distressed. Attendees noted that Annie Glidden Road is
a very unwelcoming pedestrian and biking environment, with limited crossings, highspeed/-volume traffic, and multiple lanes to cross. Little bike infrastructure for a young
student/resident population with limited means of transportation.

Vacant Movie Theater
This vacant building at West Hillcrest Drive and Blackhawk Road blights the immediate
area and is an eyesore for residents and students. Its vacancy is especially noteworthy
considering the demand for entertainment options.

Lack of Entertainment/Night Life Amenities
In addition to the vacant Campus Cinemas, many criticized the lack of entertainment
options and night life amenities within the neighborhood, particularly those suited to the
student population.
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ISSUES (Cont.)
Lack of Health and Recreation Facilities
There are a limited number of health and recreation facilities that appeal to students
and other younger adults. Students would prefer a fitness facility that is more accessible
than what is available on the NIU campus. And other residents expressed concern about
the lack of health care facilities available within or near the neighborhood.

Inadequate Access to Fresh Food
Fresh food is hard to access as large grocery retailers are not located in the
neighborhood and there are no small fresh produce sellers in the area. Because of such
limited access to fresh food, poorer residents with limited mobility options are especially
burdened, compromising their quality of life and limiting them to patronize fast food
establishments and convenient stores on Annie Glidden.

Poor Property Conditions
Some properties are blighted, which adversely impacts the greater neighborhood area
and supports its negative perception. Some attendees noted positive momentum
with the rehabilitation of University Village, but think more work is needed for other
properties. Some suspected that code enforcement is too lax in adequately addressing
overcrowding in residential units. Some residents, lamented the lack of internet
infrastructure within buildings.

Poor Lighting
Lighting is seen as inadequate, which is contributing to unsafe conditions in certain
parts of the neighborhood. Some residents noted that trees were not being properly
maintained and this neglect was obscuring existing lighting.

No Spaces for Socializing
With such a large population that is young, there is a notable lack of spaces for residents
to meet and socialize with one another. This condition may feed into the perception of
isolation within the neighborhood and contribute to tensions between homeowners,
renters, and students.
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ASSETS/OPPORTUNITIES
Greek Organizations
The presence of Greek organizations and their homes is highly regarded. Some even
considered them and Greek row as a stabilizing force for the neighborhood. Attendees
noted that they have a long tradition of volunteering for good causes, which could assist
in addressing some of the issues in the neighborhood.

NIU
NIU is the anchor institution, contributing much to the neighborhood: resources,
employment, and a student population. They are also heavily invested in the health of
neighborhood and the success of the larger community as that allows them to attract
more students, a better workforce, and elite faculty.

Diversity
A major asset to the Annie Glidden North is the variety of residents with different
backgrounds living within such a small area. This diversity is appreciated by many and
should be maintained and harnessed for improving neighborhood conditions.

Places of Worship
The faith community provides many resources in addition to spaces for worship,
including community facilities, social services, and programming that engages a variety
of residents. They are a fixture that supports many residents in need and help provide a
mission for those residents that want to serve the community.

Vacant Movie Theater
While also regarded as an issue, Campus Cinemas was seen as a major opportunity by
many residents. It is currently vacant and centrally located within the neighborhood for
residents, including both Greek and non-Greek students. Many are excited about the
potential reuse of this building and see it as a catalyst for additional development.
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ASSETS/OPPORTUNITIES (Cont.)
Room for Growth
The neighborhood is viewed as very large and being able to accommodate more
development that satisfies needs for residents and could add diversity to the existing
housing stock. Others see an opportunity to transition to a lower-density environment
that could result in a more livable neighborhood.

Young Population
Students and other young residents contribute a youthful energy to the area.
They support existing businesses, help stabilize the community, and offer unique
perspectives alongside established residents and homeowners.

Parks
Park areas are highly valued. They offer opportunities for recreation for youth and
opportunities for relaxation and respite for other residents. They could be used as an
organizing force for neighborhood improvements and a venue for residents to gather. If
nurtured with expanded recreational facilities, they could be a major asset to attract and
maintain residents.

Community Gardens
Community gardens provide numerous benefits to residents. They not only offer
residents access to fresh produce, they are also great venues for interacting, physical
exercise, and may be a source of income for some residents. Community gardens are
also viewed as a potential beautifying element for the neighborhood.

Health Department
The DeKalb County Health Department is identified as a major asset to the
neighborhood. In addition to providing necessary health care, they also offer high quality
employment and could act as an anchor for the north side for the community.
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EARLY ACTION PROJECTS
Lighting Assessment
Organize a lighting assessment to be carried out by residents.
Create a scoring system and map of the entire neighborhood for
teams of residents to use in order to survey lighting conditions of
each street and walking path. Data collected will be used to identify
areas where light quality is compromised and develop initiatives that
address problematic areas.

Information/Help Kiosk
Locate and install an information/help kiosk for local residents to
retrieve important information and learn about community-related
events. Design of the kiosk could integrate innovative design and
local art to make it a recognizable node within Annie Glidden North
area.

Neighborhood Cleanup
Organize a one-day or recurring neighborhood cleanup
activity for all residents to work together, picking up litter, and
tidying up community spaces.
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EARLY ACTION PROJECTS (Cont.)
Block Party
Arrange a fun-for-all-ages neighborhood event for residents to meet
and greet each other. Possible locations for the event could be a
closed street, a park, or a combination of the two.

Neighborhood Branding

NAME.

YOUR.

Develop a name and identify for the neighborhood within the
project area. Enlist the help of NIU students and other trained
professionals in creating a logo and branding to be incorporated
within signage.

HOOD.
Farmers Market
Test the establishment of a recurring farmers market within the
heart of the project area. Identify a suitable location that is most
accessible for all residents and convenient for fresh food vendors.
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EARLY ACTION PROJECTS (Cont.)
Celebrate Welsh Park
Hold a day-long community event within Welsh Park that engages
residents of all ages through a schedule of fun activities.
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